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This is the Children and Vulnerable Adults Safeguarding Policy of Framwellgate Moor Youth & Community Association (FMYCA)
Principles
The welfare of the child or vulnerable adult is paramount and is the responsibility of everyone. All children and vulnerable adults, without exception, have the right to protection from abuse, whether physical, verbal, sexual, bullying, exclusion or neglect. Bullying, shouting, physical violence, sexism and racism towards children will not be permitted or tolerated.
This Policy aims to provides clear direction to staff, user groups and visitors about expected codes of behaviour in dealing with welfare concerns. This policy provides explicit advice about the commitment to the development of good practice and sound procedures to keep children and vulnerable adults safe. The policy recognises that all forms of harm/abuse including extra familial harm can occur in all communities and contexts (home, school, online and local area) and that all staff have a responsibility and the opportunity to support children and vulnerable adults, in sharing concerns and worries to feel safe. The culture of vigilance in our centre creates a safe space where children and vulnerable adults are supported, listened to and responded to effectively, as well as valued in what they choose to share and that all staff act immediately with the necessary level of intervention to create the most effective outcome for every individual child and vulnerable adult.
Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the welfare of children and vulnerable adults is of paramount importance and that early and additional help is offered to prevent escalation. Where child protection concerns are identified referrals are handled confidentially, sensitively and professionally and in ways that support the needs of the child’s well-being. Our staff and relevant User Group staff are committed to keeping children safe by safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children/vulnerable adults in our care through all our policies, procedures and practices. We expect all our User Groups and visitors to share this commitment and understanding.

Policy
1. The Management Committee of the Association do not generally organise activities within the Centre that require special provision for children or vulnerable adults. However they are aware that other groups use the Centre that include groups mentioned above. They therefore have developed the following procedures to check that a proper level of safeguarding is established and maintained by user groups.

2. No member of the trustees, helpers, other volunteers or staff will have unsupervised access to children or vulnerable adults unless they have been through the safe recruitment procedure and introductory Child Protection or Vulnerable Adults Protection training.
3. All organisations using the Centre will be required to declare whether any of their users are classified as young persons or vulnerable adults. Those organisations with such users will be required to produce evidence of relevant Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks for the responsible adults within the section. This will include not only those in direct charge but anybody who has direct unsupervised access to the young persons or vulnerable adults.

4. Any organisations or individuals hiring the hall for the purposes of holding activities where Ofsted registration is required should show their registration and their own Child Protection Policy. A record of such checks will be kept in a manner to be determined by the Management Committee. The safeguarding lead trustee will be the Association Chair and this person has the overall responsibility for safeguarding and child protection.

5. The Management Committee will ensure that the premises are kept safe for use by children and vulnerable adults. The Management Committee recognises that a higher standard of safety is required where use is made by small children, those who cannot read safety notices and physically disabled adults.

6. The Management Committee will satisfy itself that users as above have procedures in place to:
· Ensure that their vulnerable charges do not leave the area designated for their activity without appropriate supervision.
· Protect against unsupervised access by the public.
· Undertake a review immediately and within 3 working days to assemble the facts of any breach of the above points and establish any immediate action needed to ensure a vulnerable charge’s safety.
7. The Management Committee will ensure that hirers are made aware of their obligations under the Licensing Act 2003 to ensure that alcohol is not sold to those under the age of 18. The committee will ensure that hirers are aware that no children may be admitted to films when they are below the age classification for the film or show. No gambling or entertainment of an adult or sexual nature shall be permitted on the premises.

8. The Management Committee fully recognises the contribution this policy can make to keeping children and vulnerable adults safe:
(a) Prevention - positive centre atmosphere, careful and vigilant staff, support to user groups and individuals, providing good adult role models and the identification of early and additional support/services to children and vulnerable adults and recognising and reducing risks to children and vulnerable adults including, but not limited to:
· Emotional harm;
· Physical abuse;
· Bullying/cyber-bullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying;
· Sexual abuse (including sexual harassment/violence and exploitation);
· Domestic abuse in their own intimate relationships (teenage relationship abuse);
· Criminal exploitation, serious youth violence, county lines and radicalisation (PREVENT);
· ‘Honour’ - Based Abuse, Female Genital Mutilation and Forced Marriage.
(b) Protection - following agreed procedures, ensuring all staff respond appropriately and sensitively to child protection concerns and that appropriate members of staff have regular training and updates and are supported to refer their concerns to the centre’s Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), Mr Ken Gates (Chair - 07853 010 593). Child protection is everyone’s responsibility and should the DSL be unavailable concerns should be shared directly with other trustees.

9. These policies and procedures will be reviewed annually and updated as appropriate in the interim periods.

10. All suspicions or allegations of abuse against a child will be taken seriously and dealt with speedily and appropriately.

Framework and Legislation
Keeping children and vulnerable adults safe where there is concern about significant harm is the responsibility of all adults. The development of appropriate procedures and the monitoring of good practice are the responsibilities of Durham Safeguarding Children Partnership, which includes the partnership of several agencies who work with children and families across the City. Framwellgate Moor Youth & Community Association is committed to keeping children safe and safeguarding all children/vulnerable adults in accordance with Child Protection. 
Significant harm is defined in The Children’s Act 1989 as the ill-treatment (including sexual abuse and physical abuse) or the impairment of health (physical or mental) or development (physical, intellectual, emotional, social or behavioural) as compared to a similar child. 
Note: harm now includes the impairment of a child’s health or development as a result of witnessing the ill treatment of another person. (Adoption and Children Act 2002).
Local Authorities have a duty to investigate (under S47 of the Children Act 1989). Where a Local Authority is informed that there is a child who is living, or is found, in their area and they have reasonable cause to suspect that child is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm they must make such enquiries as necessary to promote or safeguard the child’s welfare. First Contact Service undertakes this responsibility on behalf of the Local Authority once a referral has been made.

References: ‘Working together to safeguard children’ DfES (2018); ‘Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education’ DfES (2012); Adoption and Children Act 2002; Children Act 1989 Volume 2



Children and Vulnerable Adults Policy Statement will be regularly reviewed and updated as necessary. The Trustees Management Committee endorses these policy statements and is fully committed to their implementation.
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