
Dear Friends and Residents, 

Having been elected as chairman of Framwellgate Moor Youth & Community Association in 2019, I 
am now looking forward to continuing the role into new year of 2020 and the new decade. My first 
thoughts are to wish our part time Centre Manager, Terry Simpson, a speedy recovery from illness 
which has resulted in him being unavailable for work from late 2019 to the current date. During this 
period we have appointed Jim Pendrey as an Assistant Centre Manager and relied on Ray Botone, as 
caretaker, to prepare halls and manage opening and closing the centre out of office hours.

In the past the Association has been limited to being responsible for the upkeep and operation of the 
community centre so that it can be used by members of the community wishing to hire or lease the 
available facilities. Some of our long standing clients are Durham Bridge Club, TIN Arts and the Art 
Class (organised by John Dolan).

To the future, I believe that it will be beneficial to all if we develop more socially inclusive activities, 
organised and presented by association as well as continuing to provide the existing hire facilities.

We were indebted to the Garfield Weston 60th Anniversary Fund for the grant of £45,000 which 
was used to revitalise the original tired main hall kitchen area into a modern catering kitchen and 
community café. During 2019 we have established a new link with New College, Durham to use the 
facilities provided in our new catering kitchen. The Community Café has been used to provide 
training and work experience placements for New College students. Our continued deep-seated link 
with Durham City Youth Project based in the centre establishes our long term commitment to young 
people, both locally and by outreach programmes.

To complete the development into 2020 we are in the process of introducing a permanent operational 
management system which will ensure continuity into the future for the centre, trustees and the 
community. We also have plans for expanding the usefulness of the Adult hall with the introduction of
a multi-media system, hearing loop and smart screen.

As only the second chairman of the recent Charitable Incorporated Organisation formed in 2013, I 
will say that we, the existing trustees and community at large, owe our gratitude to the past chairman 
Colin Hillary and the trustees at the time who carried out the asset transfer from Durham County 
Council of building (on lease), the formation of the Charitable Incorporated Organisation and the 
sourcing the majority of funding for all the development and improvements carried out to date.

THANK YOU.

K.  Gates


